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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on tho cover shoot with the corrospondonco address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
- WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time maybe available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to conrimunicatlon(s) filed on 05 August 2005 . 
2b)M This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Exparfe Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 19-32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration, 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 19-32 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonm PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f), 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



I 



Attachment(s) 

1) n Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/M ail Date . 



4) d Interview Sunamary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) 0 Other: . 



U.S. Patent and'Trademart^ Office 

PTOL-326/(Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 2005101 7 



1 

Application/Control Number: 09/810,304 
Art Unit: 3629 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. Claims 1-18 have been cancelled, and claims 19-32 have been added; therefore Claims 
19-32 are now pending in application 09/810,304. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. The rejection of Claims 1-18 under 35 U.S.C. 101 is withdrawn due to applicant 
amendments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects . 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was pubhshed under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C- 102(e) as being anticipated by Asplen, JR. 
(US 6,044,354). 

As per independent Claim 19, Asplen discloses a method of structuring contents of an 
unstructured domain so as to impart value to the domain, comprising the steps of 
identifying a plurality of elements of information associated with an unstructured 



4. 



5. 
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domain; developing an initial domain model for utilizing the plurality of elements of 
information associated with the domain to create value (idea assessment); developing an 
estimate of costs associated with developing a knowledge map cataloging and describing 
at least some of said elements of information associated with the domain (opportunity 
assessment), and developing an estimate of the value of said knowledge map; comparing 
the estimates of costs and value and, based on said comparison, performing at least one of 
the steps of storing and maintaining said model and said plurality of elements of 
information; and developing and storing the knowledge map so as to add structure and 
impart value to said domain (business plan; Abstract, Figs la-5, Claim 1). 

6. As per Claim 20, Asplen discloses wherein the step of developing an initial domain 
model comprises at least one of the steps of defining an organizational scope, defining a 
content scope, defining a process scope, and defining economic factors relating to the 
domain. 

7. As per Claim 21, Asplen discloses wherein the step of defining the organizational scope 
comprises the step of identifying elements of an organization affected by one or more of 
the plurality of elements of information associated with the domain. 

8. As per Claim 22, Asplen discloses wherein the step of defining the content scope 
comprises the step of identify ing at least some of the plurality of elements of information 
as one of explicit content (actual product) and implicit content (product idea). 

9. As per Claim 23, Asplen discloses wherein the step of identifying at least some of the 
plurality of elements as explicit content further comprises identifying at least some of 
said elements of information as at least one of online information and offline information. 
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10. As per Claim 24, Asplen discloses wherein the step of defining a^process scope 
comprises the step of identifying a business process that can be improved by structuring 
contents of the unstructured domain. 

1 1 . As per Claim 25, Asplen discloses wherein the step of defining economic factors includes 
at least one of the steps of identifying costs associated with identifying and gathering at 
least some of the plurality of elements of information associated with the domain, 
identifying costs associated with detecting errors and taking actions to avoid and correct 
errors, identifying communication costs, and identifying costs associated with 
maintaining the plurality of elements of information. 

12. As per Claim 26, Asplen discloses wherein the step of defining economic factors further 
comprises developing an economic model for use in developing the estimates of costs 
and value associated with developing the knowledge map. 

13. As per Claim 27, Asplen discloses developing an estimate of costs with developing a 
knowledge clearing house, which provides centralized access to online elements of 
information associated with the domain and a cataloging of offline elements of 
information associated with the domain, and developing an estimate of the value of said 
knowledge clearing house; comparing the estimates of costs and value developed in 
connection with the knowledge clearing house and based on said comparison, performing 
at least one of the steps of storing and maintaining the model, said plurality of elements 
of information, and said knowledge map; and developing and storing the knowledge 
clearing house so as to add structure and impart value to said domain. 
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14. As per Claim 28, Asplen discloses wherein the step of determining an estimate of the 
value of said knowledge clearinghouse comprises the step of creating a model for 
determining how additional value will be created by structuring the domain beyond the 
knowledge map. 

15. As per Claim 29, Asplen discloses wherein said knowledge clearing house provides 
direct access to explicit content of the domain. 

16. As per Claim 30, Asplen discloses wherein said knowledge clearing house comprises 
offline content, software components, and online content. 

17. As per Claim 31, Asplen discloses developing an estimate of costs associated with 
developing a knowledge network and developing an estimate of the value of said 
knowledge network; comparing the estimates of costs and value developed in connection 
with the knowledge network and based upon said comparison, performing at least one of 
the steps of storing and maintaining the model, said plurality of elements of information, 
said knowledge map and said knowledge clearing house; and developing and storing the 
knowledge network so as to add structure and impart value to said domain. 

18. As per Claim 32, Asplen discloses wherein said knowledge network comprises a software 
component for providing mediated access to and managing collaboration with experts, 
and for providing meeting management tools. 



19. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 6/2/03, with respect to Claims 19-32, have been considered 
but are not persuasive. The rejection will remain as FINAL, based on the sited prior art. 
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20. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

21. The applicant makes the argument that the prior art fails to disclose developing estimates 
of costs associated with structuring (e.g., developing a knowledge map or clearing house) 
the plurality of elements of information identified as being associated with the domain. 

22. However, Asplen does disclose a system for analyzing and developing company ideas 
(developing estimates of costs) into business products and plans (knowledge map or 
clearing house), which would cover the broad language/teachings used by the applicant. 

23. The applicant also argues that the prior art fails to disclose comparing the estimates of 
costs and value and proceeding with developing the additional structure on the basis of 
that comparison. 

24. However, Asplen does teach analyzing multiple aspects of the potential idea (costs vs. 
value) and developing a fiiU business plan/product development (structure) for the idea. 
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Conclusion 



25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jonathan Ouellette whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6807. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, Sam - 
5:00pm. 

26. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned (571) 273-8300 for all 
official communications - 

27. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Office of Initial Patent Examination whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-1202. 





October 17, 2005 



JOHN 6. WEISS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



